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In the late 1980’s, while clearing debris from rooms of the Northwest Palace in Nimrud, the Iraqi 
Department of Antiquities discovered luxuriously provisioned tombs belonging to the royal Queens of the 
Neo-Assyrian Empire. As the excavators began work on tomb III, they encountered a curious cache of 
bronze coffins sealed into the antechamber, most of which contained the fragmentary remains of 
numerous individuals. However, in one coffin recent research has identified a previously unknown young 
queen wearing a famous gold crown. This lecture will discuss the queen’s identity and the evidence that 
shows these coffin burials date to the early 8th century BC – a period of internal strife and weakened royal 
leadership for the Neo-Assyrian Empire. 
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